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Amendments to the Claims 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims: 

1. (previously presented) A computer implemented method for managing a collaborative 
process that involves at least a first player in a first enterprise having a first collaborative 
process manager and a second player in a second enterprises having a second 
collaborative process manager comprising the steps of: 

a) defining an inter-enterprise collaborative business process including templates 
and a plurality of work nodes; wherein each work node has a task role identifier for 
specifying one of the first player and the second player as responsible for execution of the 
work node, and the templates include definitions and a sharing scope that is one of public 
and process role specific; 

b) the first collaborative process manager executing a first peer instance of the 

collaborative business process; 

c) the second collaborative process manager executing a second peer instance of 

the collaborative business process; and 

d) specifying the sharing scope of at least one template to keep data private 
between the first and second collaborative process managers; 

wherein the first peer instance of the collaborative business process and the 
second peer instance of the collaborative business process form a logical execution 
instance; and 

wherein the first peer instance of the collaborative business process and the 
second peer instance of the collaborative business process communicate through 
messages for information exchange and synchronization. 

2. (previously presented) The method of claim l wherein the collaborative business 
process includes a plurality of tasks, the method further comprising the steps of: 

e) the first collaborative process manager receiving a current task; 

f) the first collaborative process manager determining if the current task is the 
responsibility of the first collaborative process manager; 
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g) when the current task is the resj^niibiRty^bf the first collaborative process 
manager, executing the current task; and 

h) when the current task is not the responsibility of the first collaborative process 

manager, not executing the current task. 

3. (previously presented) The method of claim 2 wherein the step of when the current 
task is the responsibility of the first collaborative process manager, executing the current 
task further comprises the steps of: 

si \) scheduling the current task: 

g 2) dispatching the current task for execution: 

g 3) when the execution is complete, generating a task return message: and 
g 4) sending the task return message to the second collaborative process 
manager. 

4. ('previously presented*) The method of claim 2 wherein the stcn of when the current 
task is not the responsibility of the first collaborative process manager, nor executing the 
current task further comprises the stens of: 

h 1 ) not executing the current task: 

h 2 ) waiting for a task return message from the second collaborative process 
manager: and 

h 3 \ receiving a task return message from the second collaborative process 
manager. 

5. (previously presented^) The method of claim 4 wherein the step of when the current 
task is nor the responsibility of the first collaborative process manager, not executing the 
current task further comprises the steps of: 

h 4'; evaluating the current task return message to determine whether an out-of 
order condition hns occurred: 

h 5 1 when an out-of-order condition has occurred, qucuina the task remm 
message for later processing: and 
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h jSfan out-of-order condition has not occurred; processing tKenext task by 
employing the task return message. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

using a cooperation key to identify a logical instance of the collaborative business 
process and to correlate and synchronize multiple peer instances of the execution of a 
single collaborative business process. 

7. (original) The method of claim 4 employing task return messages for synchronizing the 
peer process instances and for cxchamiinJi data between the process instances: wherein 
each task return message includes 

a cooperation key for specifying a ioiricai process instance: 

a iocai handle of the process instance and task: 

an activity execution status: and 

a sub-packet of process data oasscd to a task. 

K. « oritiinai > The method of claim i wherein the collaborative process has a list of 
oroccss-roies for indicating logical participants of the collaborative process: wherein each 
work node has a task roic that matches one of the process rotes: and wherein a peer 
process havinu i\ process roie mai matches the task role ol a work node is responsible lor 
executing the work node. 

9. ( original > The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

providing a collaborative process definition language f'CPDU) for use in denning 
collaborative business processes. 

i 0. (canceled > 

1 1. (currentiv amended) The method (if claim 1 wherein the step of specifying the sharing 
scope of at least one template includes: 
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setting the sharing scope as public; whercin_a4he data objectis public to ail 
process-roles. 

12. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein specifying the sharing scope 
includes the step of 

setting the sharing scope as process-role specific for a particular process role; 
whereina-fee data object is accessible only to the process-role specified. 

13. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein specifying the sharing scope 
includes the step of 

setting the sharing scope as process-role specific for at least two different process 
roles: wherein a-the data object is accessible only to the specified process roles* 



14. ( previously presented ) A computer system for aliowinG a first player in a first 
enterprise to collaborate with a second player in a second enicrprisc comorisinff: 

a collaborative business process definition specified by a collaborative process 
definition ianeuaec and based on an inicr-cmcrnrisc business collaboration protocol, tne 
collaborative business process definition having a plurality of ^ork nodes, eacn work 
node ny. v iny a task rote: 

a first collaborative nroecs* manager in the first enterprise- for executing a first 
ni'cr nmeess instance- of the collaborative business process definition., the first peer 
nrocess instance having a role: wherein the iirsi peer process insiance is responsible oniy 
for the work nodes? that have a role that matches the role of the first peer instance: 

a second collaborative oroccss manager in the second enterprise for executing a 
*e™>nd oeer orocess instance of the collaborative business process definition, the second 
r»eer process instance having a role: wherein the second peer process instance is 
responsible onlv for the work nodes thai have -a role mat matches the role of the second 
t>eer instance; 

an nyi-of-oruer handier mechanism ibr receiving messages from other 
collaborative nrocess managers, deiermininy whether messages are received out of order. 
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when messages are received out of orderT MSSg executidh; an^wherf messages are not 
received out of order, continuing with execution; 

wherein the first peer process instance and the second peer process instance form 
a single logical execution instance; wherein the logical execution instance is identified by 
a cooperation key that is assigned to the first peer process instance and the second peer 

process instance; and 

a peer to peer communication mechanism for enabling data exchange and 
synchronization between the first peer process instance and the second peer process 
instance. 

15. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 further comprising: 

a task return message generator for generating a task return message for each 
task executed by the collaborative process manager. 



16. (canceled) 

i 7. (previously presented) The system of claim 14 further comprising: 

an private sub-process manager for selectively making process data objects 
private to a particular collaborative process manager. 

18. (previously presented) The system of claim 14 further comprising: 

a Task role dcicrrni nation rnoduic for receiving the current task, for determining 
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